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The visitors center ot Independence Grove in Libertyville served as the banquet facility for the March wedding of Holli Hall and Jason Steila,

A scenic stroll down the aisle

Forest preserve offers
lush setting for nuptials

By EiLEEN 0. Danay

Pl k! § Lrmgmden,

Like a0 many contempaorany brides, Hofli Hall of
Schaumbung dreamed of an oundoor m':lillng in &
grrden Alled with lush Bowers, overlooking the water
—with a clear view of the sunset.

Spand lke she was destined 1o marry on the beach
i Wvaulhcikd? Think again,

For heer speecial day, she and her fimnce, Inson Stella
of Schiller Park, found & secluded \-JIH:I rightt here in
the Chicagn area, that caters 1o wedding couples in
search of p.'lmdiu-

“We wanted something different than the typical
receptlon In a banguet hall,” says Hall, a dental
hyglenist at practices In
Schaumburg and Arlingran
“Ttfelt as thouwgh Heights

What they found was
Independence Grove, a

we were geiting

miarried in 1,100- acre botanieal garden

" .o and recreation nres set in

a LI‘U].‘IIEEI |.h.l.ﬁ.l.l'|lb'l:- thi Dies Plaines River valley
ol Hiall in Libertvyille

It was beautiful: it didnt
feel like amything elie in the
Chicago area,” Hall sabd. Tt
[eht as though we were getting mamied in a tropical
paradise”

This so-called “newest natwral treasure™ of Lake
County. Is beginning to attract more attention as a
wedding vemue

Simee its opening a8 & hanguet facllity last year,
whietti Stewnrt Gliss, ovwner of Catering Iy Michaels,
was tapped 10 hanidle the food service, the grove has
transformed itsell into an elegant oasis,

“The word is out, calls have been pouring in,” he
saigl.

As it s, the indoor event fecility, called Auduban
Hall, is located at the highest point in the presenve,
offering a panoramic view of the 15-acre Indepen-
denee Grove lake, its marina and bheach with s
finar-to-celling panel of windows,

A lush gardien located ot the southenst edge of the
Lake featiires & pdet i setting flled with Amvers
and loliage native o [Hinods. A Touaniain, wooden

anedd redd brick walkways complete the

garden vistn.

This mathve guaden can accommodaie an outdoor
cerenany, as i did for Hall and Stella on May 23, The
setting can be filled with ckrs and feamemes a wireless

The botanical garden in the Des Plaines River Valley brings boauty of naturs to the cersmony.

Typically guests then move to the lakes observation
deck. where they enjoy the cocktall reception over-
locking the lake and marina.

“That wis what p Ipl.. likisdl, seping the water arwd
having & clear view ol e sunset,” Hall said “T was
perfect”

Glass agreed, adding thm the cockinil reception on
the veranda overlooking the lake and beach |s unlike
any other wedding venue he can think of In the stae

“What séems (o atiract people here is the water, and
the chance to have the ceremony owtdoors.” he sabd,
“or at least the perception of being outdoors, with all
thewinclows.”

During the cacktail reception, Glass' stafl hand-

ASES hoars sl cevvres, that mun the gamut, incheding
ju crab and avncado makd rolls, pufll pastry kisses
with birie, pecans and birvem sugar, spicy chicken epg-
plasit potstickers and Peklng duck ralls with mise
sNce.

Thie majority of weddings held at the grove so lar
have heen seated banguets, Stewan adds, with cou-
ples taking advantage of the separate cockall
reception keading ineo the formmand meal

His plaed entrees are as diverse and elegant as his

naton of chicken or beef coupled with a fish selection.

Une of his most elegant choices features char
grilled medallion of tenderloin with cabernet
reduction and Chilean sea bass filet atop an herbed
rsodio cake (opped with saue of spinach, mushroom
and tomate concasse, all with roasted garic 1omato
CTCUT Sauce.

Pricing for the garden setting mnges from a 85,000
mlnlmuem food and beversge bill for a Fridey and
Sunday svenl; 1o 8 $12.000 minbnwm for o Saneday
affair

Although the venue Is ample enough to fit 250 with
& 900-square-foot dance Beor, and up o 350 without &
dance floar, it can handle anly ooe wedding an a thme,

A B clabes rermnin open this summers, Stewart adds,
with active booking going on for swmmer 2004 and
even as far oul ps 2005

Catering by Michaels has served as the prime
caterer for venwes that include Park West, the Hamodd
Washingron Libwra |a-' and the Chicago Cubaral Center.

It alse recetved the fean Banchel fward this year as
the best catener in Chicagoe.

Still Glass sees Independence Grove as unlgue
amang his venues,

“Tr's & bride’s fantasy.” he snbd “Every bride wants 1o
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sound system. hars & 'oeuvres, with most couples choosing a combi- e surrounded by Nowers and overlooking the water.
Independence Grove Forest Preserve
» Ingependiance Gove s mcentral  on & 115-80 lake reclaimed from a merny aytions from plated dinners b
Laks County naar Libertyvill. grawel quary, cockiail racepbions and Mimed stilions
Entrance and parking 8reas MleON . The facility b5 open daily from B:30a.m. = For mors information, contact
Buckley Aoed (Route 137) sast of o sunset. Parking i froe for Lske County Grov Forest Procen,
Mitvauked Avenus (Route 21) residents. Parking for nonrssidents s 55 16400 W, Buckisy Road, Libertyvile, IL
wast of i Foad per car Monday- Thurscay, and $10 per 50044, 3t dsteamséen kake i 1s or
= I tha wallry of thir Dies P 7 Fridky-Sundiy and halbikiys. (BAT) 6E-3409 o fas (B4T) 016-0017,
Ritver, Indepandencs Grove offers = Events gl Independence Grove, & » Contact Events st Independence Grove

Ghat Shana Millar of Events ot Indopondonce  0Ut000F recreation and education ‘Caitnring by Michas('s Company, ohers il (B47) 247-1111 for reservations.

Grove sarves up chicken plecata.
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= Fill out & for: Call Bhe Dy
Hirakd o nequiest engagament,
wedding and anniversary forms
and fee schedulkes af [84T) 427-
4435, (v stop in any of our
offices, [stind bedow, Foarms

can aleo be found & wedaly-
Hrakd comdoomimmats,

= DeadBnes: Forms and pholos:
mist b 3t the Hisrakd 30 days
bedore cur publication date,
wihiich willl ba the Bhind Sunday
of each month,

= Phootos: Whe'll use: good quaiity
codor or black-and-white photos
studia photos or snapshols are
both socepiable. When choosing
a photograph, do nod sond A pic-
ture taken with a soff lens, a
compartes Scan of & pholocopy
5w can nol guarantas he
quality of the reproduction. Pha-
tographs must be wallst size or
larger, and will be returmed sfter
thie publication dade If &
stamped, sefl-addrossed ema-
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